
MOUNT VERNON CITY COUNCIL 

Council Minutes 

July 7, 2025 

 

The regular meeting of the Mount Vernon City Council was called to order at 7:00 pm by Mayor Weston 

Frank. The following council members were present: Cameron Deinert, Roger DeKok Dave Renken and 

Matt Geidel. Absent were council member Sherri Kayser and Chase Jons. City employees present: 

Maintenance Officer Ryan Stahl and Finance Officer Laura Mayclin. The following were present for public 

participation: Jeff Miiller, Dan London, Mike Deinert, Steve Schumacher, Allison Sandland, Dave Anderson 

and Mike Kluth. 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. All motions are unanimously approved unless otherwise stated. 

Motion by Deinert, seconded by DeKok, to approve the agenda. 

Miiller, Deinert, Schumacher, and Sandland were in attendance to discuss the school opt-out, as some city 

officials were wanting more information so they could explain when asked by residents. The school board 

has found it necessary to have the opt-out to continue operations. The current opt-out of $210,000 has been 

going since 2010, and prices have steadily increased over the last 16 years. The opt-out will be going to a 

vote, since a petition has been taken out and signed by enough residents to require a vote. The new opt-out of 

$400,000 would be for each of the next 4 years. If the opt-out passes the vote, it CAN BE used, but that 

doesn’t mean it WILL BE used. It would only be used if necessary to meet obligations. The opt-out would 

simply give the school the ability to request any amount up to $400,000. A couple of examples were given of 

how the opt-out would affect taxpayers. A home in the city with a tax value of $150,000 would see an 

increase in taxes by approximately $160 annually. A quarter of land with a tax value of $320,000 would see 

an increase in taxes by approximately $306 annually. If any residents have questions about the opt-out, 

please contact Ms. Sandland or Mr. Schumacher at the school. They are interested in getting information out 

to anyone who wants to know more. 

Dan London attended the meeting to ask where we stand on dealing with drainage issues. The city decided 

not to do the drainage survey, which was partially funded by a grant from the state, because it would not 

have addressed the issues with drainage in town. Instead, the city is having SPN look into the three most 

problem prone areas and getting estimates on what it would cost to alleviate those issues. C. Deinert will be 

contacting SPN and Stahl will contact London to let him know the plan. Stahl is also looking at transits to 

help determine other areas of concern over the coming years. 

Kluth attended the meeting to discuss the possible development of the 6 lots we call Northview East. Council 

looked at the cost of extending sewer and water to that area in 2021, noting that it would cost about $160,000 

to do so. Council says this cost would need to be taken on by a developer who can include the cost in the cost 

a buyer pays to purchase the lots, which would go into the mortgage for the homebuyer. The city has no 

plans to extend sewer and water at its cost. 

Dave Anderson was in attendance to discuss several items for the Park Board. The first item is that the 

Crow’s Nest placement will be in the right-of-way for Railroad Avenue. Given that it is City property, 

motion by Renken, seconded by Deinert to approve placement of the structure within three feet of Railroad 

Avenue. The next item discussed was the condition of the bathrooms and weeds throughout the park. 

Council asked Stahl to have a look and handle the issues to get ready for the upcoming tournament. The 

scoreboard has a bad digit, which needs to be replaced. The Park Board plans to swap out a digit from the 

softball board to the baseball board for the tournament and then replace more next year. The cost is $350 per 

digit, and we will need to replace four in total, to be included in next year’s budget. The Park Board is 

looking at options for enhancing the park. One thing they are considering is finding grants to add a pickleball 

court. Anderson asked if, going forward, the city council or Park Board would be in control of finances for 

the park board. Council will make a decision on this. 

Motion by Renken, seconded by Deinert to approve the following budget amendment to account for the grant 

and improvements to Railroad Avenue: 

Whereas, the City Council has determined that the 2025 budget requires adjustment. NOW, THEREFORE, 

be it resolved that the City Council of the City of Mount Vernon hereby authorizes the following: General 

Fund: Highway: Street Maintenance: $403,725.00; General Fund: Intergovernmental Revenue: Grants: 



$403,725.00. 

Motion by Renken, seconded by DeKok to approve the following consent items for June: Financial 

Statement, Council Minutes, General Fund Balances, Credits Report/Bank Statement, and Payment of Bills.  

Bills: 

  General   Water   Sewer   Sewer Surch  Desc 

Weston Frank            170.85     wages 

Cameron Deinert               60.03     wages 

Chase Jons               60.03     wages 

Dave Renken               60.03     wages 

Sherri Kayser               60.03     wages 

Roger DeKok               60.03     wages 

Matt Geidel               60.03     wages 

Ardis Overweg            627.28     wages 

Ryan Stahl         4,217.53           235.49    wages 

Laura Mayclin            971.50     wages 

Cole Sandland         1,449.91     wages 

Glen Wentland            182.19     wages 

Davison Rural Water      10,097.50     water 

SD Retirement            727.24     retire 

Verizon               62.77     util 

Santel            283.94         47.16   util 

Northwestern Energy         1,428.96           151.65     216.65   util 

SD State DOR            316.84     sales tax 

SD DOH              30.00    Lab 

SD Reemployment                22.69     Unempl 

CorTrust         2,460.43              39.02    941 

Menards               85.80     supplies 

MVG&O            856.47     Fuel 

USBank          16,346.28  Project 

Runnings            708.16     Maint 

Carquest            283.94     supplies 

CorTrust Visa         1,207.53           160.67     160.66   supplies 

SD Fed Property         4,157.00     Equip 

Badger Meter                8.34    Service 

National Geographic               39.00     Supplies 

SPN         9,892.83     RR Ave Project 

Doug's Custom               78.00     Repair 

Ardis Overweg            232.17     supplies 

MARC            625.00     Maint 

Udrive Tech               50.00     Utilities 
 

OLD BUSINESS 

1. Council discussed options to allow the Legion and Museum to purchase The Hall for a reasonable 

price. Renken will be discussing it with the organizations. Frank inquired a price to charge for an 

individual who would like to occasionally use one of the offices for guitar lessons. Council settled on 

$5 per one hour lesson. 

2. Frank is speaking to a resident about cleaning up his property, which is across from the ballpark, 

before the upcoming tournament. Council suggested having a roll off to help with the cleanup. 

Another resident has a camper parked in an alley. Frank is contacting them. Stahl is contacting 

Westy’s about thistles growing in the ditch. 



3. Frank informed council that the amateurs will be borrowing the city golf cart for the tournament. 

4. There is a long process for vacating the city property at 6th Avenue, including a petition to vacate the 

road and affidavits by the four parties involved. The earliest it might be accomplished is September. 

5. Stahl is getting information together to list surplus items on the Dean Edwards auction. 

6. ISO rating issue is believed to be handled at this time, and we are awaiting a change in the rate. 

7. We did not get the grant we were seeking for playground equipment. 

NEW BUSINESS 

1. Maintenance Officer Stahl told council he would like to use some of the money from the surplus of 

equipment to purchase a brush attachment for sweeping the streets. He will be pricing them. Frank 

wants to pay back the cost of the mini split air conditioning that we now know doesn’t work. He 

plans to sign his mayoral checks back to the city to pay back the cost of purchase, which was $3,310. 

2. Motion by Renken, seconded by DeKok to add C. Deinert and remove A. Kayser for all bank 

accounts. 

3. DeKok gave information on the disc golf for the park, noting the portable system costs less and 

would be nice, because it can be moved around to change the course. Council decided to purchase 

four stations at a cost of $160 each. 

4. Drainage at the ballpark is still an issue. Rexwinkle is supposed to drill a hole to help with the issue. 

SPN has the blueprints for the project. 

5. Council discussed the special liquor license for the tournament, agreeing it should go through the Fire 

Department. Kluth will be sending that in to the city. 

6. No executive session for personnel and legal SDCL 1-25-2.1 and 2.3 was required.  

 

Motion by DeKok, seconded by Deinert to adjourn at 10:23 pm. 

 

Weston Frank      Laura Mayclin 

 Mayor                    Finance Officer 
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